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TAGS: GOJ ASKS GOP TO SET DATE FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON NEW ECONOMIC 
TREATY 

REF: MANILA 17881 (76) 

JAPANESE EMBOFF HATTORI HAS INFORMED US THAT THE GOJ HAS 
PROPOSED TO THE GOP TO START NEGOTIATIONS ON A NEW ECONOMIC 
TREATY ANY TIME AFTER JANUARY 10 IN MANILA AT AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL. AMBASSADOR SAWAKI CALLED ON SECRETARY ROMULO ON 
DECEMBER 29 AND RECEIVED A DFA BRIEFING PAPER, WHICH, WHILE 
NOT COMPLETELY ADEQUATE, COULD SERVE AS A BASIS FOR GOING 
AHEAD AS TIME WAS GETTING SHORT. THE JAPANESE EMBASSY 
IS NOW WAITING FOR THE PHILIPPINE RESPONSE TO PROPOSAL 
TO START NEGOTIATIONS. 
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